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NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [2.03 pm]: I would 
like to update the house on an important week for all Western Australians, National Reconciliation Week 2021. 
National Reconciliation Week, which began last Thursday, is bounded by two significant dates: the successful 
1967 referendum and the High Court Mabo decision. It also follows National Sorry Day on 26 May, a day of healing 
and reflection for all Australians. 

Last Friday, I had the pleasure of attending the National Reconciliation Week breakfast, which was held at 
Optus Stadium with more than 1 300 reconciliation champions in attendance. This year’s Reconciliation Week theme, 
“More than a word: Reconciliation takes action” is a call to action. It urges a more courageous reconciliation 
movement and the creation of more impactful actions. Last night, I launched the Reconciliation Week street banner 
project with the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries. This project raises awareness of 
Reconciliation Week and involves organisations sponsoring a banner for display during Reconciliation Week to 
demonstrate their commitment to Aboriginal people and culture, and the journey to reconciliation. Each year, the 
department selects Aboriginal artwork from the Revealed Exhibition: New and Emerging WA Aboriginal Artists 
to feature on the banner.  

This year’s work, Gooniyandi Riwiya, is by Teejay Worrigal, a Derby-born artist who was raised on Gooniyandi 
country and taught to paint by elders in his family. Later in the week, on Thursday at noon, Reconciliation WA will 
conclude National Reconciliation Week with its annual Walk for Reconciliation. The walk is a public demonstration 
of leadership, support and solidarity with the reconciliation movement. The Walk for Reconciliation coincides 
with Mabo Day, starting at the Western Australian Museum Boola Bardip, progressing through the cultural centre, 
over the Horseshoe Bridge and finishing at Yagan Square. 

The reconciliation journey is something we all share. It is everyone’s responsibility, both Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous. The purpose of this year’s Reconciliation Week theme is to remind all Australians that to make 
positive and lasting change, we all have a role to play and now is the time to act. I challenge us all to make 
reconciliation more than just a word. If it is truly to be a movement, we have to take action and be bold. True action 
is in taking a genuine partnership approach to help deliver the next chapter in the history of reconciliation in 
Western Australia. As a government, we acknowledge our ongoing responsibility and commit to taking a leadership 
role in advancing reconciliation between our First Nations peoples and the wider Western Australian community. 
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